
SCOTTISH CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION (SCIO)  CHARITY NO. SC015557 

www.royalphil.org •  15 Lanark Street, Glasgow G1 5PY  • info@royalphil.org

THE ROYAL PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OF GLASGOW

219th Lecture Series
7.30pm - 2 December 2020

The talk will be given over Zoom and if you would like to join the webinar please email info@royalphil.org 
and joining information will be sent to you.

Professor Helen Bond
Raising the Dead: Constructing Characters from 

the Ancient Christian Past

ABSTRACT
The gospels are full of memorable vignettes – Pontius Pilate washing his hands, Jesus healing a blind man, 
Mary Magdalene weeping at the cross. It’s no surprise that these scenes have an established place in Western 
art, literature and culture. But what do we really know about any of these characters and the early Christian 
literature that they inhabit? Drawing on recent research into the transmission of oral traditions, the effects of 
memory, fictionalization, patriarchal bias and ancient biography, the present lecture examines the gospels in 
their first century contexts and assesses how much we can know about these fascinating yet elusive characters.

BIOGRAPHY    
Helen Bond is Professor of Christian Origins and Head of the School of Divinity at the University of Edinburgh. 
She specialises in the socio-political context of first century Judaea and the narrative world of the gospels. She 
is the author of a number of studies on biblical characters and a regular contributor to TV documentaries.
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https://www.ed.ac.uk/profile/professor-helen-bond
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2018/shocking-knox
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